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[11:15 a.m.]

A Also, some of the ribs -- what we call the ribs,
the side of the coal on the tunnel, the entry would be
peeling off. You'd get slabs of this coal that would just
pop off and look like it is sloughing. And that's -- those
are conditions, you know, it pops over and it could land on.

Q Is that -- when you say it looks like it's

sloughing, 1is that known as sloughage?

A Yes, sloughage. I don't know if that's the correct
term, but a mining term.

Q Now in that same conclusions paragraph, you write,
weight on the pillar is substantial, and dangerous conditions
are present. Are these dangers -- is that the sloughage?

A Yes, the sloughage and possibly the roof falls in

those intersections.

Q It 1s dangerous because why?

A It could come down and hit somebody unannounced.

Q Could that -- did you say roof fall and is the
sloughage itself dangerous?

A Yes. And the fact that it could peel off, but also
pop off, you know, fold off onto the entryway.

Q Would that be called a pillar burst?

A Pillar burst is more so when it comes out quickly,
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[12:30 p.m.]
BY MR. FINDLAY:

Q Mr. Falk, I'11 ask you to take a look at Exhibit 8
and tell me 1f you remember receiving this letter?

A Yes.

Q And did you receive it around June 19, 20077

A Yeah.

Q Now, 1t says June 19, 2007, revision. What did you
understand that revision to be referring to?

A I don't recall. Oftentimes there 1s adjustments to
inventories or production figures, and that could have been
that, but I'm surmising on this. I don't have this one off
the top of my head what 1t 1is.

Q Now, after your visit on March 15th --

A Excuse me, here 1t even says 1t. Please note there
was a positive stockpile adjustment of 8,000 tons 1in May.

And that's the revision, no doubt, of why they sent this 1in.

Q What 1s a positive stockpile adjustment?

A They have to, you know, track the coal from out of
the mine, and they have a handle of what comes out of the
mine on a belt scale that comes out. Then it's trucked to a
remote siting, and then 1t's sold with other stuff there. So

they had to track the stuff. And a lot of 1t will based on
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA)
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I, _ Official Reporter, U.S. House of

Representatives and Notary Public in the District of
Columbia, certify that the witness appeared before me: that
the witness was duly sworn; that I was authorized to and did
stenographically report the proceedings in the above
transcript; and that the transcript is a true and complete
record of my stenographic notes.

I further certify that I am not a relative, employee,
attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a
relative or employee of any of the parties' attorneys or

counsel connected with the action to my knowledge, nor am I

financially interested in the action.
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page 89, lines 15, 16 “had nothing — to me I had never seen clarification

what happened, the August 6" event”
should be “had nothing to do with the

August 6" event”
page 90, line 1] “been not” should be “not been” transcription error
Dated this X / day of March, 2008.
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Signature’of Stephen Falk

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this 277 #4 dayof March, 2008.
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