UNITED STEELWORKERS

Leo W. Gerard
" International President

UNITY AND STRENGTH FOR WORKERS

January 15, 2008
VIA FAX

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative:

This week the House is expected to consider H.R. 2768, The S- MINER Act. On
behalf of the 850,000 members of the United Steelworkers (USW), | write to urge your
support for this important legislation that will provide much needed protection for miners.

Most of the Miner Act and much of H.R. 2768 are focused on underground coal
mines. This is appropriate given the terrible death toll in underground coal mines, especially
in 2006. However, MSHA's jurisdiction extends to many mines beyond coal. In 2005 there
were 35 deaths of metal/non-metal miners; in 2006 there were 47 such deaths and 31more
died in 2007.

H.R. 2768 would improve the Miner Act of 2006 in significant ways. In addition to
incorporating many of the recommendations issued by the independent Technical Study Panel
that the 2006 Miner Act created, it would also require immediate notification to MSHA to
better control an accident scene and to help insure that the problem does not spread further.
It would require MSHA'’s oversight and pre-approval for mining plans and to educate miners
about the dangers associated with retreat mining. And it would make significant
improvements in MSHA health standards, an area untouched by the previous Miner Act.

We strongly believe that passage of H.R. 2768, the S-MINER Act, will make our
nation’s coal mines as well as the metal/non-metal mines a safer place to work.

Please vote “YES” on the S-MINER Act and “YES” on the Manager’'s amendment to
the bill. In addition, we urge you to vote “NO” on any motion to re-commit which will only
delay action on this vital legislation.

Sincerely,
Leo W. Gerard

International President
LWG/pak
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